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Democracy and Development Theory and Practice Polity This book calls into
question the current western orthodoxy about the relationship of
democracy and development, exploring the theoretical issues involved in
the relationship and examining a number of case sudies. The Theory and
Practice of Local Governance and Economic Development Springer This book
provides a comparative study of the use of partnerships and new forms of
governance to achieve policy goals that promote economic and social
development. In addition to a consideration of the theoretical challenges
posed by these institutional developments, the book reviews recent
experiences in Asia-Paciﬁc, Europe and North America. Governance,
Democracy and Sustainable Development Moving Beyond the Impasse
Edward Elgar Publishing ÔThe editors of this volume bring together an
impressive cast of scholars on the critical relationship of democracy and
governance in sustainable development. It oﬀers an outstanding and
timely contribution to the literatures in sustainability, political science, and
comparative environmental politics.Õ Ð Daniel J. Fiorino, American
University, US ÔThis very timely and important collection draws together
some of the worldÕs leading thinkers on environment and development to
debate one of the most important issues of our time: sustainable
development. They very usefully remind us all that in order to be politically
sustainable, the sustainability transition will have to ﬁnd a way to
maximise policy synergies in a democratically legitimate manner.Õ Ð Andy
Jordan, University of East Anglia, UK This insightful book deals with

2

governance of the environment and sustainable development. The
contributors explore the diﬃculties developed countries are experiencing
in coming to terms with environmental limits and the resultant challenges
to the democratic polity. They engage with diﬀerent dimensions of the
governance challenge including norms, public attitudes, citizen
engagement, political conﬂict, policy design, and implementation, with a
range of environmental problems such as climate change,
biodiversity/nature protection, and water management). The book
concludes with an essay by William Laﬀerty that explores the ﬂawed
character of the contemporary democratic polity and oﬀers his reﬂections
on possible pathways to reform. This book will interest researchers,
academics, and graduate students in environmental politics and public
policy. It is ideal for use as supplementary reading in a wide range of
university courses, while NGOS and policymakers will also ﬁnd it of
considerable value. Global Democratic Theory A Critical Introduction John
Wiley & Sons Global Democratic Theory is the ﬁrst comprehensive
introduction to the changing contours of democracy in today’s
hyperconnected world. Accessibly written for readers new to the topic, it
considers the impact of globalization and global forms of governance and
activism on democratic politics and examines how democratic theory has
responded to address these challenges, including calls for new forms of
democracy to be developed beyond the nation-state and for greater public
participation and accountability in existing global institutions. Divided into
two parts, the book shows how globalization provides both new obstacles
and new opportunities for democracy. Part I explores the shifts underway
at the national and international levels that are challenging democracy
within nation-states around the world. In response, new proposals for
global and transnational democracy have emerged. Part II critically
analyses ﬁve main approaches of ‘global democratic theory’ Ð liberal
internationalism, cosmopolitan democracy, deliberative democracy, social
democracy and radical democracy, focusing on their speciﬁc interpretation
of the problems facing democracy, their normative claims, and the
feasibility of their proposed pathways of democratization. The book’s
extensive account of the problems and possibilities facing democracy
today will be essential reading for students and scholars of politics,
political theory and political philosophy. Democratic Theory and Practice in
Africa East African Publishers Building Democratic Institutions Governance
Reform in Developing Countries Kumarian Press Annotation Bridges the gap
between theoretical literature and the tools and practices needed to
strengthen or rebuild democratic institutions and reform governance
systems. Through case studies and examples of good practices of
governance, Cheema assesses the conditions that make democracy work.
Challenges to Democratic Governance in Developing Countries Springer
Science & Business Media Despite the large amounts of human and ﬁnancial
resources invested to foster democratic governance in developing
countries, statistics show that the majority of these countries have not yet
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achieved signiﬁcant improvements in living standards. While some regions
make strides towards improving the living conditions of their citizens, SubSaharan Africa, for instance, is still trapped in poverty with more than 40%
of its 600 million people living below the internationally recognized
absolute poverty line of one US dollar per day. Poor governance and
corruption should be highlighted as the most important systemic factors
contributing to poverty in developing countries. As a result the
institutional foundations of these countries are weakened, public funds are
misappropriated, and policies and programs aimed at reducing poverty and
fostering sustainable economic growth are undermined. It is therefore not
surprising that a 2008 Transparency International report found a direct link
between corruption and the failure of the societal institutions designed to
achieve the Millennium Development Goals in the majority of developing
countries. This book investigates the problems of democratic governance,
particularly as they relate to corruption, and also whether democracy
should be based on universal principles or local context and historical
factors. It also analyses the rule of law, in promoting democratic
governance and curbing corruption and if governmental, non-governmental
organizations, and civil societies are eﬀective in promoting democratic
governance and curbing corruption. This book will go beyond identifying
the challenges and oﬀer plausible solutions that could be adapted to
various developing countries. It is premised on the importance of bridging
theory and practice, which has been lacking in most local and international
development publications, making of interest to scholars and policymakers alike concerned with public administration in developing countries.
Governance and Developing Countries BRILL Governance is not a topic that
easily lends itself to neat and precise deﬁnitions. Although concepts and
practices of governance are profoundly under-speciﬁed, they are
frequently associated with three dimensions: how and why governments
are structured, what processes they employ in governing, and what results
they are able to accomplish in serving their societies. The articles in this
book represent a wide range of scholarly interests that extend from the
abstract and conceptual to the speciﬁc and applied. Exploring Journalism
Practice and Perception in Developing Countries IGI Global Media outlets
play a pivotal role in fostering the positive and beneﬁcial development of
countries in modern society. By properly informing citizens of critical
national concerns, the media can help to transform society and promote
active participation. Exploring Journalism Practice and Perception in
Developing Countries is a crucial reference source for the latest scholarly
material on the impacts of development journalism on contemporary
nations and the media’s responsibility to inform citizens of government
and non-government activities. Highlighting a range of pertinent topics
such as media regulation, freedom of expression, and new media
technology, this book is ideally designed for researchers, academics,
professionals, policy makers, and students interested in the role of
journalist endeavors in developing nations. Bridging the Theory-Practice
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Divide in International Relations Georgetown University Press There is a
widening divide between the data, tools, and knowledge that international
relations scholars produce and what policy practitioners ﬁnd relevant for
their work. In this ﬁrst-of-its-kind conversation, leading academics and
practitioners reﬂect on the nature and size of the theory-practice divide.
They ﬁnd the gap varies by issue area and over time. The essays in this
volume use data gathered by the Teaching, Research, and International
Policy (TRIP) Project over a ﬁfteen-year period. As a whole, the volume
analyzes the structural factors that aﬀect the academy’s ability to
inﬂuence policy across issue areas and the professional incentives that
aﬀect scholars’ willingness to attempt to do so. Individual chapters explore
these questions in the areas of trade, ﬁnance, human rights, development,
environment, nuclear weapons and strategy, interstate war, and intrastate
conﬂict. Each substantive chapter is followed by a response from a policy
practitioner, providing their perspective on the gap and the possibility for
academic work to have an impact. Bridging the Theory-Practice Divide in
International Relations provides concrete answers and guidance about how
and when scholarship can be policy relevant. Patriotism Has No Party
Deﬁning Democracy Within the Context of Ensuring Peace Xlibris Corporation
This book was designed to explore one of the most debated and complex
subjects ever in the history of politics-Democracy. In a cleavage society
like Nigeria, how do we solve the threat of insecurity, ensuring equal
development and peace? This book has critically responded to this
argument. Agency and Democracy in Development Ethics Cambridge
University Press Economists, philosophers, and policy experts from the
Global North and South advance the conversation on the ethical
dimensions of agency and democracy in development. These diverse
essays from leading development academics and practitioners will interest
students and scholars of global justice, international development and
political philosophy. Developing Capacity for Community Governance of
Natural Resources Theory & Practice Author House Community-based natural
resource management (CBNRM) is a compelling concept that combines
community custodianship of natural resources with sustainable
development and poverty reduction. However, there is a large gap between
the conceptual promise and actual performance of CBNRM. CBNRM is
complex and challenging, and one of the major challenges is what we call
micro-governance--how to replace the ubiquitous problem of elite capture
within communities with genuine participation and equitable beneﬁt
sharing. This book is for people want to understand and implement CBNRM
governance more eﬀectively, including graduate students, scholars and
practitioners. It is targeted most speciﬁcally at the scholar-practitioner
who wants to draw upon micro-governance theory to know why and how to
work with communities to implement sound local institutions. the
perspectives and resources presented have been developed and tested
over many years working with CBNRM communities in southern Africa. the
book oﬀers convincing evidence for preferring participatory democracy
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over representational forms of governance, and discusses how to manage
the scale paradox that economies and ecologies are better managed at
larger scales, but that larger representational institutions invariably forfeit
critical public goods like participation and equitable beneﬁt sharing. the
book's purpose is to provide the reader with the practical tools to
operationalize "good governance" at the village level, in ways that are
theoretically sound. It provides the reader with theoretical insights and
practical lessons about micro-governance in the context of CBNRM, tools
for designing and implementing conceptually rigorous community
constitutions that enable communities to govern themselves fairly and
eﬀectively, and resources for developing the management and monitoring
systems necessary to protect these conditions. Community Development
and Democratic Practice Routledge This book is the outcome of a multiyear
process of participatory meetings, individual and collective writings, and
insightful criticisms sponsored by the Kettering Foundation regarding the
intersection of community development and democratic practice. The
collective outcome from these processes is a wide range of innovative
articles at the forefront of thinking about the intersections of power,
participation, and engagement in the realm of community practice. The
authors highlight a range of case studies that vary by location, scale, and
purpose. The book serves as a heuristic framework for ‘democratic
community development’ and raises several related questions about how
democracy, community, and the public are constituted, and what
processes, end goals, methods, and tools are to be used to further
democratic community development. This book was originally published as
a special issue of the journal Community Development. Research Handbook
on Democracy and Development Edward Elgar Publishing Exploring and
updating the controversial debates about the relationship between
democracy and development, this Research Handbook provides
clariﬁcation on the complex and nuanced interlinkages between political
regime type and socio-economic development. Distinguished scholars
examine a broad range of issues from multidisciplinary perspectives across
Africa, Asia, Europe, Latin America and the Middle East. The Management
of Non-Governmental Development Organizations An Introduction Routledge
Exploring the newly emerging ﬁeld of the management of NonGovernmental Organizations (NGOs) working in developing countries, this
informative book draws upon current research in non-proﬁt management,
development administration and business management. Key issues
covered include: * the changing global and local contexts of development
co-operation * management technologies such as empowerment and
stakeholder analysis * structural issues such as accountability, governance
and participation * learning and diversity * dealing with complexity and
uncertainty. Illustrated throughout with examples drawn from the author's
own research and consultancy experience, this important text develops a
model of NGO management which reveals the distinctive organizational
challenges they face. Encyclopedia of Democratic Thought Routledge
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Containing almost 200 entries from 'accountability' to the 'Westminster
model' the Encyclopedia of Democratic Thought explores all the ideas that
matter to democracy past, present and future. It is destined to become the
ﬁrst port-of-call for all students, teachers and researchers of political
science interested in democratic ideas, democratic practice, and the
quality of democratic governance. The Encyclopedia provides extensive
coverage of all the key concepts of democratic thought written by a stellar
team of distinguished international contributors. The Encyclopedia draws
on every tradition of democratic thought, as well as developing new
thinking, in order to provide full coverage of the key democratic concepts
and engage with their practical implications for the conduct of democratic
politics in the world today. In this way, it brings every kind of democratic
thinking to bear on the challenges facing contemporary democracies and
on the possibilities of the democratic future. The Encyclopedia is global in
scope and responds in detail to the democratic revolution of recent
decades. Referring both to the established democratic states of Western
Europe, North America and Australasia, and to the recent democracies of
Latin America, Eastern and Central Europe, Africa and Asia, classical
democratic concerns are related to new democracies, and to important
changes in the older democracies. Supplemented by full bibliographical
information, extensive cross-referencing and suggestions for further
reading, the Encyclopedia of Democratic Thought is a unique work of
reference combining the expertise of many of the world's leading political
scientists, political sociologists and political philosophers. It will be
welcomed as an essential resource for both teaching and for independent
study, and as a solid starting point both for further research and wider
exploration. Human rights and democratic governance in Kenya: A
post-2007 appraisal PULP This publication is a collection of essays on
human rights and democratic governance in Kenya in the period after the
2007 post-elections violence. After surviving the trauma of electoral
violence, the country soon embarked on a journey towards reconstruction
by engaging in, among other things, intense re-evaluation of the then
existing system of laws and institutions. In the process, the daunting task
has been to reverse the ﬂawed systems that have been in existence for
many decades and in their place entrench systems that would promote and
respect democratic governance and human rights. This publication,
therefore, documents the extent of the country’s reconstruction since
2007, and makes recommendations for the way forward for the recovery of
the state. E-Government Development and Diﬀusion: Inhibitors and
Facilitators of Digital Democracy Inhibitors and Facilitators of Digital
Democracy IGI Global "This book provides a comprehensive, integrative, and
global assessment of the e-government evolution in terms of real-life
success and failure cases"--Provided by publisher. Democracy in Theory
and Practice Routledge Democracy is an issue of major importance in theory
and practice in politics throughout the world. However, democracy’s study
and advancement has been signiﬁcantly compromised by a dichotomy
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between theorising about democracy, and empirical studies of democracy
in practice. In addition to highlighting the need for this gap to be
overcome, this book contributes to overcoming this divide, by
demonstrating a number of ways that democracy in theory and practice
can be synthesised; deepening our understanding of the relationship
between democracy in theory and practice in the process. Diﬀerent, but
related, democratic principles and concepts are considered such as
legitimacy, political equality, deliberation, and participation. A range of
practical contexts are also investigated including multi-level polities,
deeply divided societies, whole polities, local rural and urban areas, and a
range of democratic processes, innovations and spectacular events.
Moreover, the book sets the agenda for future work to combine democracy
in theory and practice. This book was originally published as a special issue
of Representation. Democracy and Governance for Resourcing the
Commons Theory and Practice on Rural-Urban Balance Springer This book
promotes the well-being of the commons through representation and
accountability through monitoring from below in order to operationalize
engagement. This book views the commons as a legal concept, a
transformative governance concept, and a basis for systemic ethics. The
chapters focus on practical responses to address complex problems that
comprise many interrelated variables and are perceived diﬀerently by
stakeholders with diﬀerent values and life experiences. By considering
these diﬀerent stakeholders, the goal is to highlight ways to regenerate
and invigorate employment opportunities. The book identiﬁes pathways
towards ethical vocational education to enable lifelong engagement by
active citizens which requires action learning to address areas of perceived
policy concern. Throughout the chapters in this book, the authors discuss
transformative research and its implications on stakeholders. They focus
on re-presentation and its implications for thinking and practice. One
author makes the case for fostering non anthropocentric approaches to
ethical development. In addition, the chapters cover case studies including
governance challenges associated with water management using a mixed
method approach and also production of mushrooms in collaboration with
coﬀee growers in Jakarta. The book focuses on ways to de-colonialise
knowledge formation in public policy and makes the case for an alternative
approach to governance and democracy that takes into account a range of
local people’s perspectives. Community Development and Public
Administration Theory Promoting Democratic Principles to Improve
Communities Routledge The concept of community development is often
misunderstood, holding diﬀerent meanings across diﬀerent academic
disciplines. Moreover, the concept of community development has been
historically abstracted, not only in the way the concept has been
conceptualized in academic studies, but also by the way in which
practitioners use the term in the vernacular. Departing from traditional
deﬁnitions of community development, this volume applies the New Public
Service (NPS) perspective of Public Administration to community
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development to illustrate how public administrators and public managers
can engage in community development planning and implementation that
results in more equitable and sustainable long-term outcomes. This book
will be of interest to practitioners and researchers in public
administration/management, public administration theory, community
development, economic development, urban sociology, urban politics, and
urban planning. Encyclopedia of Governance SAGE Democracy and National
Identity in Thailand Routledge "The book will be fascinating reading for
Southeast Asia specialists, and researchers on democratization, national
identity and the politics of Thailand."--BOOK JACKET. Participating in
Development Approaches to Indigenous Knowledge Routledge First
published in 2002. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa
company. Handbook of Research on Theory and Practice of Financial
Crimes IGI Global Black money and ﬁnancial crime are emerging global
phenomena. During the last few decades, corrupt ﬁnancial practices were
increasingly being monitored in many countries around the globe. Among a
large number of problems is a lack of general awareness about all these
issues among various stakeholders including researchers and practitioners.
The Handbook of Research on Theory and Practice of Financial Crimes is a
critical scholarly research publication that provides comprehensive
research on all aspects of black money and ﬁnancial crime in individual,
organizational, and societal experiences. The book further examines the
implications of white-collar crime and practices to enhance forensic audits
on ﬁnancial fraud and the eﬀects on tax enforcement. Featuring a wide
range of topics such as ethical leadership, cybercrime, and blockchain, this
book is ideal for policymakers, academicians, business professionals,
managers, IT specialists, researchers, and students. Water, Democracy and
Neoliberalism in India The Power to Reform Routledge Since the early 1990s,
the achievement of ‘good governance’ has been a dominant discourse in
the pursuit of social and economic development. This book presents a
critical challenge to the contemporary development paradigm of good
governance. Based on original ethnographic ﬁeldwork on urban water
governance reforms in south India (Karnataka), the book examines the two
propositions that underlie the current good governance debate. The ﬁrst
refers to a claim that good governance is both democratic and pro-market.
The second to the claim that commercially-oriented water services,
whether private or public, are good for poor and marginalised citizens. The
book analyses these propositions as they intersect on three levels: policy,
practice (process) and outcome. It argues that a number of tensions and
contradictions exist within and between what the discourse promises, the
everyday practises of how good governance policies are implemented and
in the outcomes of such. It reveals the networks of power and the
complexity of local reforms and their relation to global discourses as well
as the motivations and every day practises of those who currently possess
the power to reform. The book is of interest to academics in the ﬁelds of
Development Studies, Asian Studies and Comparative Politics. Liberal
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Democracy and Its Critics in Africa Political Dysfunction and the Struggle
for Social Progress Bloomsbury Publishing Democratic institutional forms and
processes are increasingly widespread in Africa as dictatorial regimes have
been forced to give way as a result of popular mobilization and external
donor pressure. However the premises of the African scholars whose
empirical research and analytical explorations are included in this volume
are that democratic form and democratic substance are two diﬀerent
things; Western-derived institutional forms are neither necessarily the
most appropriate nor the most practical in the current African context; and
rooting democratic norms in the political cultures of African polities raises
socio-cultural issues with which political scientists must engage. This book
explores various critical questions in the context of particular elections and
particular countries as diverse as Ghana, Nigeria, Kenya, the Congo,
Cameroon and the Central African Republic. They include the continuing
impact of police state apparatuses following democratic transition; factors
inﬂuencing African voters' attitudes and behaviour; the impact of
incumbency on electoral competition; women's electoral participation; the
phenomenon of often very limited party programmatic choice in the
context of huge social diversity and multi-party competition; and the
controversial issues around the transplantation of liberal democratic
institutions. Underlying these issues is the fundamental question of
whether democratic processes as currently practised in Africa are really
making any signiﬁcant diﬀerence to the African struggle for economic,
social and cultural progress. This volume is valuable for the original
perspectives of its African contributors; the issues it explores; and the
concrete democratic experiences it analyses; and the challenges it makes
to the existing concepts, paradigms and practices of liberal democracy.
Politics, Democracy and E-Government: Participation and Service Delivery
Participation and Service Delivery IGI Global "This book examines how egovernment impacts politics and democracy in both developed and
developing countries"--Provided by publisher. Delta Democracy Pathways
to Incremental Civic Revolution in Egypt and Beyond Oxford University Press,
USA "For decades, the United States has funded democracy promotion
programs in the Middle East to little avail. Delta Democracy: Pathways to
Incremental Civic Revolution in Egypt and Beyond argues that there is
another way forward for US democracy aid. Drawing upon the author's
ethnographic research on Egypt's nongovernmental organizations (NGOs)
in the wake of the 2011 Arab Spring uprisings, Delta Democracy uncovers
the strategies that local NGOs used to incrementally build a more
democratic and just society. As it takes the reader inside the walls of
Egypt's NGOs, the book illuminates local activists' perspectives on
democracy in Egypt and reveals how savvy organizations promoted it as
they navigated rapidly evolving opportunities and constraints in the years
following the uprisings. Departing from US democracy brokers' heavyhanded attempts reform national political institutions, local organizations
worked with grassroots communities to build a culture of democracy
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through public discussion and debate, free expression, and rights claiming.
By weaving this democracy building work into public-facing economic
development projects, Egypt's NGOs managed to persevere through years
of government crackdowns on civil society. Taking lessons learned from
the Egyptian case, Delta Democracy advances our scholarly understanding
of how civil society organizations maneuver state repression to combat
political authoritarianism. It also oﬀers a concrete set of recommendations
on how US policy makers can restructure foreign aid to better connect with
global contemporary civic revolutions for democracy"-- Popular Media,
Democracy and Development in Africa Routledge Popular Media, Democracy
and Development in Africa examines the role that popular media could play
to encourage political debate, provide information for development, or
critique the very deﬁnitions of ‘democracy’ and ‘development’. Drawing on
diverse case studies from various regions of the African continent, essays
employ a range of theoretical and methodological approaches to ask
critical questions about the potential of popular media to contribute to
democratic culture, provide sites of resistance, or, conversely, act as
agents for the spread of Americanized entertainment culture to the
detriment of local traditions. A wide variety of media formats and
platforms are discussed, ranging from radio and television to the Internet,
mobile phones, street posters, ﬁlm and music. As part of the Routledge
series Internationalizing Media Studies, the book responds to the
important challenge of broadening perspectives on media studies by
bringing together a range of expert analyses of media in the African
continent that will be of interest to students and scholars of media in
Africa and further aﬁeld. Democratic Design Oxford University Press, USA The
book argues that we can remake and renew our ideas of democracy. It
builds, defends, and illustrates the democratic design framework -- a new
tool for politicians, reformers, and observers facing the great challenges of
democracy around the world today. Bridging the Gap Between Theory and
Practice in Democracy Strengthening Lessons from a Study of International
Development Programs for Strengthening Democratic Local Governance in
Bolivia Democracy and Administration Woodrow Wilson's Ideas and the
Challenges of Public Management JHU Press Though his term in the White
House ended nearly a century ago, Woodrow Wilson anticipated the need
for new ideas to address the eﬀects of modern economic and social forces
on the United States, including increased involvement in international
aﬀairs. Democracy and Administration synthesizes the former world
leader's thought on government administration, laying out Wilson's
concepts of how best to manage government bureaucracies and balance
policy leadership with popular rule. Linking the full gamut of Wilson’s ideas
and actions covering nearly four decades, Brian J. Cook ﬁnds success, folly,
and fresh thinking with relevance in the twenty-ﬁrst century. Building on
his interpretive synthesis, Cook links Wilson’s tenets to current eﬀorts to
improve public management, showing how some of his most prominent
ideas and initiatives presaged major developments in theory and practice.
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Democracy and Administration calls on scholars and practitioners to take
Wilson’s institutional design and regime-level orientation into account as
part of the ambitious enterprise to develop a new science of democratic
governance. Democratic Sustainability in a New Era of Localism Routledge
Change and development are going on all around us. On both an
international platform, as well as at the local governmental and community
level, governments, decision and policy makers constantly strive to
improve the world in which we live, seeking to make it better and to
improve quality of life. This book focuses on such development in the
context of localism in the UK. It strips the principle of local sustainability
down to its constituent parts and considers the extent to which it can be
said to be central to local life. As part of this, it presents the case for the
importance of accountability and citizen participation in achieving
objectives aligned with sustainability, and illustrates the relationships that
these principles share. On this foundation, it evaluates local government in
the UK, as well as examples of community-led regeneration initiatives and
bodies, and seeks to determine both the nature of their pursuit of
sustainability and the extent to which accountability and citizen
participation play a part in that pursuit. It shows that local sustainability is
enhanced by accountability and citizen participation; those principles
ensuring that local people can be central to the process. Whilst its
evaluations of local democratic systems in the UK reveal certain issues as
regards the extent to which this is reﬂected in practice, it at least
demonstrates an enthusiasm and awareness of the important role that
accountability and citizen participation can play in the process of local
sustainability. The book is aimed at legal academics, with relevance also to
students in law, environmental politics and sustainable development, as
well as those working in government policy and political practice.
Development and Democracy What Have We Learned and How? Routledge
Development and Democracy conﬁrms the robust relationship between
levels of economic development and democracy, but suggests that
globalization is a key variable in determining the tenuous nature of this
relationship in the periphery of the world economy. It raises new questions
about the role of social classes in democratization, and points to the
importance of including the nature of the state as a factor in the study of
democratization. A further important ﬁnding is that countries with mixed
legal systems correlate less positively with democracy than do countries
with more homogenous legal systems. Moreover, Development and
Democracy shows conclusively that the way researchers design their
studies has a major impact on their ﬁndings. Challenging Academia MDPI
Some social issues and practices have become dangerous areas for
academics to research and write about. ‘Academic freedom’ is increasingly
constrained, not just by long established ‘normal’ factors (territoriality,
power diﬀerentials, competition, protectionism), but also by the increased
signiﬁcance of social media and the rise of identity politics (and activists
who treat work which challenges their world view as abusive hate-speech).
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So extreme are these pressures that some institutions and even statutory
bodies now adopt policies and practices which contravene relevant
regulations and laws. This book seeks to draw attention to the limiting and
damaging eﬀects of academic ‘gagging’. The book, drawn from a special
edition of Societies, oﬀers an eclectic series of international articles which
may annoy some people. The book challenges taken for granted
mainstream assumptions and practices in a number of areas, including
gender mainstreaming, social work education, child sexual abuse, the
ethnic disaggregation of population groups, fatherhood and masculinity,
the erosion of democratic legitimacy, the trap of victimhood and
vulnerability, employment practices in universities, and the challenges
presented by the widespread and deliberate suppression of scholarship
and research. In an analytic postscript Laurent Dubreuil discusses the
nature of identity politics and the manner in which its eﬀects can be
identiﬁed across the many topics covered in these challenging articles. EDemocracy for Smart Cities Springer This book highlights the rightful role of
citizens as per the constitution of the country for participation in
Governance of a smart city using electronic means such as high speed ﬁber
optic networks, the internet, and mobile computing as well as Internet of
Things that have the ability to transform the dominant role of citizens and
technology in smart cities. These technologies can transform the way in
which business is conducted, the interaction of interface with citizens and
academic institutions, and improve interactions between business,
industry, and city government. Democracy and Governance for Resourcing
the Commons Theory and Practice on Rural-Urban Balance Springer This
book promotes the well-being of the commons through representation and
accountability through monitoring from below in order to operationalize
engagement. This book views the commons as a legal concept, a
transformative governance concept, and a basis for systemic ethics. The
chapters focus on practical responses to address complex problems that
comprise many interrelated variables and are perceived diﬀerently by
stakeholders with diﬀerent values and life experiences. By considering
these diﬀerent stakeholders, the goal is to highlight ways to regenerate
and invigorate employment opportunities. The book identiﬁes pathways
towards ethical vocational education to enable lifelong engagement by
active citizens which requires action learning to address areas of perceived
policy concern. Throughout the chapters in this book, the authors discuss
transformative research and its implications on stakeholders. They focus
on re-presentation and its implications for thinking and practice. One
author makes the case for fostering non anthropocentric approaches to
ethical development. In addition, the chapters cover case studies including
governance challenges associated with water management using a mixed
method approach and also production of mushrooms in collaboration with
coﬀee growers in Jakarta. The book focuses on ways to de-colonialise
knowledge formation in public policy and makes the case for an alternative
approach to governance and democracy that takes into account a range of
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local people’s perspectives. Democracy on Trial, All Rise! Algora Publishing
There is a widening gap between democracy as a theory and its practice.
While supposedly a solution to the problems of the developing world, in
practice democracy has more often led to instability, civil wars, genocides,
fundamentalism, crime and corruption. In contrast, in the West, voting
rights were extended gradually over a century or two, in tandem with
economic empowerment and also social awakening. The democratic
republics that "evolved" out of this long process were stable and
progressive. In the developing world, a shortcut to the end and "premature
political opening up" has proven disastrous for many a nation like Nigeria,
Iraq, Congo, Kenya, Pakistan, South Africa etc. Even in the few stable ones
like India, democracy has failed to make a dent in poverty alleviation and
has instead got caught in divisive election stunts. At the same time, some
unitary states like China have surged far ahead of others and broken out of
the "largely poor and deteriorating" mould. Why? What are the reasons
democracy does not work in the developing world? Could it be made to
work through improvements or is it the wrong model altogether? The
notion that democracy is going to transform our world holds little credence
to anyone who has witnessed its true colors like the author has, hailing
from India and also having lived in China and some other countries. Thus
as a scientist and researcher, she has studied the history, politics and
economics of some 150 countries across the world. The book delves into
the complex world of subversive election winning strategies, secession
movements, coalition governments, the meaning of freedom to people
living amidst violence and poverty as well as a study of other sociopolitical
systems. Without any a priori theories, willing to go where the evidence
leads, the author is able to point out the "Emperor's new clothes" for what
they truly are. It may be time to challenge our perfect theory as democracy
may not be the answer to the developing world's problems. The quest for
truth leads us to surprising answers in terms of progressive transient
alternatives for the developing world as well as some pointers for
streamlining democracy, the system per se. Democracy on Trial is a
compelling discovery of fresh answers and pragmatic solutions to the
pressing problems of our times - from large scale abject poverty in
developing countries across Asia and Africa to many civil wars and ongoing
mayhem in others. One book that comes close to the perspective in
Democracy on Trial All Rise! is The Future of Freedom by Fareed Zakaria.
Zakaria's is the ﬁrst book to acknowledge democracy's failure in the
developing world, but it leaves the important question 'what is the
alternative' largely unanswered and falls back on rationalizations to
conclude. Most of the current literature on democracy is primarily
theoretical in nature and addresses some of its faults but democracy per se
is eulogized. The new title is diﬀerent in that it answers the question of
'what is the alternative' or a way forward based on an empirical analysis
that carries the reader along to the conclusions. The perspective is new, as
yet unexplored, and marries the progressive with the pragmatic.
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