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To Be Like Gods
Dance in Ancient Maya Civilization
University of Texas Press The Maya of Mexico and Central America have performed ritual dances for more than two millennia. Dance is
still an essential component of religious experience today, serving as a medium for communication with the supernatural. During the
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Late Classic period (AD 600-900), dance assumed additional importance in Maya royal courts through an association with feasting and
gift exchange. These performances allowed rulers to forge political alliances and demonstrate their control of trade in luxury goods.
The aesthetic values embodied in these performances were closely tied to Maya social structure, expressing notions of gender, rank,
and status. Dance was thus not simply entertainment, but was fundamental to ancient Maya notions of social, religious, and political
identity. Using an innovative interdisciplinary approach, Matthew Looper examines several types of data relevant to ancient Maya
dance, including hieroglyphic texts, pictorial images in diverse media, and architecture. A series of case studies illustrates the
application of various analytical methodologies and oﬀers interpretations of the form, meaning, and social signiﬁcance of dance
performance. Although the nuances of movement in Maya dances are impossible to recover, Looper demonstrates that a wealth of
other data survives which allows a detailed consideration of many aspects of performance. To Be Like Gods thus provides the ﬁrst
comprehensive interpretation of the role of dance in ancient Maya society and also serves as a model for comparative research in the
archaeology of performance.

The New Catalog of Maya Hieroglyphs: The Classic
period inscriptions
University of Oklahoma Press For hundreds of years, Maya artists and scholars used hieroglyphs to record their history and culture. In
the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, archaeologists, photographers, and artists recorded the Maya carvings that remained, often
by transporting box cameras and plaster casts through the jungle on muleback. The New Catalog of Maya Hieroglyphs, Volume I: The
Classic Period Inscriptions is a guide to all the known hieroglyphic symbols of the Classic Maya script. In the New Catalog Martha J.
Macri and Matthew G. Looper have produced a valuable research tool based on the latest Mesoamerican scholarship. An essential
resource for all students of Maya texts, the New Catalog is also accessible to nonspecialists with an interest in Mesoamerican cultures.
Macri and Looper present the combined knowledge of the most reliable scholars in Maya epigraphy. They provide currently accepted
syllabic and logographic values, a history of references to published discussions of each sign, and related lexical entries from
dictionaries of Maya languages, all of which were compiled through the Maya Hieroglyphic Database Project. This ﬁrst volume of the
New Catalog focuses on texts from the Classic Period (approximately 150-900 C.E.), which have been found on carved stone
monuments, stucco wall panels, wooden lintels, carved and painted pottery, murals, and small objects of jadeite, shell, bone, and
wood. The forthcoming second volume will describe the hieroglyphs of the three surviving Maya codices that date from later periods.
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Ancient Maya Politics
A Political Anthropology of the Classic Period 150–900 CE
Cambridge University Press With new readings of ancient texts, Ancient Maya Politics unlocks the long-enigmatic political system of
the Classic Maya.

LOST KINGDOMS OF CENTRAL AMERICA
MESOAMERICAN CULTURE AND IT'S MYSTERIOUS
ORIGINS
DTTV PUBLICATIONS Thousands of years ago, people settled in the part of the world called Mesoamerica. This region consists of
southern Mexico and most of Central America as it stretches between what is now called the Gulf of Mexico and the Paciﬁc Ocean.
Although many diﬀerent countries now exist within this space, it was the original home to just one civilisation: the Olmec. As time
advanced, other well-known groups became dominant in the area. These were primarily the Aztecs and the Mayan. All these early
civilizations that existed from approximately 1200 BCE to 900 CE were steeped with culture, tradition, commerce, and conﬂict. They
also oﬀer many mysteries and enigmas to modern understanding. These are the things that make people wonder about how the
civilisations arose, gained such power, and why they disappeared. Travel back in time to the ﬁrst days to discover the questions that
still exist in the minds of archaeologists, historians, and others who strive to understand the ancient mysteries of Mesoamerica.

Pre-Columbian Foodways
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Interdisciplinary Approaches to Food, Culture, and
Markets in Ancient Mesoamerica
Springer Science & Business Media The signiﬁcance of food and feasting to Pre-Columbian Mesoamerican cultures has been
extensively studied by archaeologists, anthropologists and art historians. Foodways studies have been critical to our understanding of
early agriculture, political economies, and the domestication and management of plants and animals. Scholars from diverse ﬁelds
have explored the symbolic complexity of food and its preparation, as well as the social importance of feasting in contemporary and
historical societies. This book unites these disciplinary perspectives — from the social and biological sciences to art history and
epigraphy — creating a work comprehensive in scope, which reveals our increasing understanding of the various roles of foods and
cuisines in Mesoamerican cultures. The volume is organized thematically into three sections. Part 1 gives an overview of food and
feasting practices as well as ancient economies in Mesoamerica. Part 2 details ethnographic, epigraphic and isotopic evidence of these
practices. Finally, Part 3 presents the metaphoric value of food in Mesoamerican symbolism, ritual, and mythology. The resulting
volume provides a thorough, interdisciplinary resource for understanding, food, feasting, and cultural practices in Mesoamerica.

The Ancient Maya
New Perspectives
ABC-CLIO Thanks to powerful innovations in archaeology and other types of historical research, we now have a picture of everyday life
in the Mayan empire that turns the long-accepted conventional wisdom on its head. * Includes numerous illustrations and drawings
plus depictions of important artifacts such as the murals of Bonampak and the hieroglyphic stairway of Copan * Provides detailed
maps of major Maya cities as well as other research sites
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The Ritual Practice of Time
Philosophy and Sociopolitics of Mesoamerican Calendars
BRILL Drawing upon the category “ritual practices of time” the book oﬀers a comparative analytical model and theoretical insights
about calendars in Mesoamerica and in general. This comprehensive study systematically explicates how ritual practises are
represented and conceptualised in intellectual systems and societies.

Astronomers, Scribes, and Priests
Intellectual Interchange Between the Northern Maya
Lowlands and Highland Mexico in the Late Postclassic
Period
Harvard University Press This book examines evidence for cultural interchange among the intellectual powerbrokers in Postclassic
Mesoamerica, speciﬁcally those centered in the northern Maya lowlands and the central Mexican highlands. It includes a wealth of
new data and interpretive frameworks in a comprehensive discussion of a critical time period in Mesoamerica.

The Idea of Writing
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Play and Complexity
BRILL This exploration of the versatility of writing systems highlights their complexity when they are used to represent loanwords,
solve problems of polysemy or when they are adapted to be used for another language. The approaches from diﬀerent academic
traditions provide a varied but expert account.

The Life Within
Classic Maya and the Matter of Permanence
Yale University Press Beautifully written and illustrated, The Life Within is the ﬁrst full study of the vitality and materiality of Classic
Maya art and writing and the quest for transcendence and immortality.

Archaeoastronomy and the Maya
Oxbow Books Archaeoastronomy and the Maya illustrates archaeoastronomical approaches to ancient Mayan cultural production. The
book is contextualized through a history of archaeoastronomical investigations into Mayan sites, originating in the 19th century
discovery of astronomical tables within hieroglyphic books. Early 20th century archaeological excavations revealed inscriptions carved
into stone that also preserved astronomical records, along with architecture that was built to reﬂect astronomical orientations. These
materials provided the basis of a growing professionalized archaeoastronomy, blossoming in the 1970s and expanding into recent
years. The chapters here exemplify the advances made in the ﬁeld during the early 21st century as well as the on-going diversity of
approaches, presenting new perspectives and discoveries in ancient Mayan astronomy that result from recent studies of architectural
alignments, codices, epigraphy, iconography, ethnography, and calendrics. More than just investigations of esoteric ancient sciences,
studies of ancient Mayan astronomy have profoundly aided our understanding of Mayan worldviews. Concepts of time and space,
meanings encoded in religious art, intentions underlying architectural alignments, and even methods of political legitimization are all
illuminated through the study of Mayan astronomy.

6

Pdf Studies Columbian Pre And Maya In Series Schele Linda The Calendars And Folklore Art In Astronomy Maya The Of Gods 30-09-2022
Star

key=art

Pdf Studies Columbian Pre And Maya In Series Schele Linda The Calendars And Folklore Art In Astronomy Maya The Of Gods Star

7

Parallel Worlds
Genre, Discourse, and Poetics in Contemporary, Colonial,
and Classic Maya Literature
"O'Reilly Media, Inc." Despite recent developments in epigraphy, ethnopoetics, and the literary investigation of colonial and modern
materials, few studies have compared glyphic texts and historic Maya literatures. Parallel Worlds examines Maya writing and literary
traditions from the Classic period until today, revealing remarkable continuities across time. In this volume, contributions from leading
scholars in Maya literary studies examine Maya discourse from Classic period hieroglyphic inscriptions to contemporary spoken
narratives, focusing on parallelism to unite the literature historically. Contributors take an ethnopoetic approach, examining literary
and verbal arts from a historical perspective, acknowledging that poetic form is as important as narrative content in deciphering what
these writings reveal about ancient and contemporary worldviews. Encompassing a variety of literary motifs, including humor,
folklore, incantation, mythology, and more speciﬁc forms of parallelism such as couplets, chiasms, kennings, and hyperbatons, Parallel
Worlds is a rich journey through Maya culture and pre-Columbian literature that will be of interest to students and scholars of
anthropology, ethnography, Latin American history, epigraphy, comparative literature, language studies, indigenous studies, and
mythology.

Maya Imagery, Architecture, and Activity
Space and Spatial Analysis in Art History
UNM Press Maya Imagery, Architecture, and Activity privileges art historical perspectives in addressing the ways the ancient Maya
organized, manipulated, created, interacted with, and conceived of the world around them. The Maya provide a particularly strong
example of the ways in which the built and imaged environment are intentionally oriented relative to political, religious, economic,
and other spatial constructs. In examining space, the contributors of this volume demonstrate the core interrelationships inherent in a
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wide variety of places and spaces, both concrete and abstract. They explore the links between spatial order and cosmic order and the
possibility that such connections have sociopolitical consequences. This book will prove useful not just to Mayanists but to art
historians in other ﬁelds and scholars from a variety of disciplines, including anthropology, archaeology, geography, and landscape
architecture.

Mayan Calendar Prophecies: Predictions for 2012-2052
Lulu.com Take a look at the science behind the Mayan calendar, prophecies and mythology. The Maya believed multiple cycles
governed civilization. They created various calendars to track these cycles. Their short count calendar tracked a 256-year cycle
believed to control epidemics, famines, warfare and more. Scientists have found a 250-year solar cycle that also appears to aﬀect
epidemics, famines, warfare and more. Their long count calendar tracked a 5000-year cycle related to natural disasters and cosmic
catastrophes. Scientists have also discovered that the Earth is subjected to periodic bombardment by comets and asteroids that
plunges the world into long periods of darkness and cold. Mayan mythology appears to record such events and in some instances
even the exact dates on which these catastrophes occurred in the past. By comparing these dates with ice core records, sedimentary
records, and climate records, this book reveals the truth about civilization's darkest days. And what may lie ahead in the future.

Pre-Columbian Landscapes of Creation and Origin
Springer Science & Business Media Pre-Columbian Andean and Mesoamerican cultures have inspired a special fascination among
historians, anthropologists, archaeologists, as well as the general public. As two of the earliest known and studied civilizations, their
origin and creation mythologies hold a special interest. The existing and Pre-Columbian cultures from these regions are particularly
known for having a strong connection with the natural landscape, and weaving it into their mythologies. A landscape approach to
archaeology in these areas is uniquely useful shedding insight into their cultural beliefs, practices, and values. The ways in which
these cultures imbued their landscape with symbolic signiﬁcance inﬂuenced the settlement of the population, the construction of
monuments, as well as their rituals and practices. This edited volume combines research on Pre-Columbian cultures throughout
Mesoamerica and South America, examining their constructed monuments and ritual practices. It explores the foundations of these
cultures, through both the creation mythologies of ancient societies as well as the tangible results of those beliefs. It oﬀers insight on
speciﬁc case studies, combining evidence from the archaeological record with sacred texts and ethnohistoric accounts. The patterns
developed throughout this work shed insight on the eﬀect that perceived sacredness can have on the development of culture and
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society. This comprehensive and much-needed work will be of interest to archaeologists and anthropologists focused on PreColumbian studies, as well as those in the ﬁelds of cultural or religious studies with a broader geographic focus.

The Ashgate Research Companion to Monsters and the
Monstrous
Ashgate Publishing, Ltd. The ﬁeld of monster studies has grown signiﬁcantly over the past few years and this companion provides a
comprehensive guide to the study of monsters and the monstrous from historical, regional and thematic perspectives. The collection
reﬂects the truly multi-disciplinary nature of monster studies, bringing in scholars from literature, art history, religious studies, history,
classics and cultural and media studies. The companion oﬀers scholars and graduate students the ﬁrst comprehensive and
authoritative review of this emergent ﬁeld.

Painting the Skin
Pigments on Bodies and Codices in Pre-Columbian
Mesoamerica
University of Arizona Press Mesoamerican communities past and present are characterized by their strong inclination toward color and
their expert use of the natural environment to create dyes and paints. In pre-Hispanic times, skin was among the preferred surfaces
on which to apply coloring materials. Archaeological research and historical and iconographic evidence show that, in Mesoamerica, the
human body—alive or dead—received various treatments and procedures for coloring it. Painting the Skin brings together exciting
research on painted skins in Mesoamerica. Chapters explore the materiality, uses, and cultural meanings of the colors applied to a
multitude of skins, including bodies, codices made of hide and vegetal paper, and even building “skins.” Contributors oﬀer
physicochemical analysis and compare compositions, manufactures, and attached meanings of pigments and colorants across various
social and symbolic contexts and registers. They also compare these Mesoamerican colors with those used in other ancient cultures
from both the Old and New Worlds. This cross-cultural perspective reveals crucial similarities and diﬀerences in the way cultures have
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painted on skins of all types. Examining color in Mesoamerica broadens understandings of Native religious systems and world views.
Tracing the path of color use and meaning from pre-Columbian times to the present allows for the study of the preparation, meanings,
social uses, and thousand-year origins of the coloring materials used by today’s Indigenous peoples. Contributors: María Isabel Álvarez
Icaza Longoria Christine Andraud Bruno Giovanni Brunetti David Buti Davide Domenici Élodie Dupey García Tatiana Falcón Álvarez
Anne Genachte-Le Bail Fabrice Goubard Aymeric Histace Patricia Horcajada Campos Stephen Houston Olivia Kindl Bertrand Lavédrine
Linda R. Manzanilla Naim Anne Michelin Costanza Miliani Virgina E. Miller Sélim Natahi Fabien Pottier Patricia Quintana Owen Franco D.
Rossi Antonio Sgamellotti Vera Tiesler Aurélie Tournié María Luisa Vázquez de Ágredos Pascual Cristina Vidal Lorenzo

The Memory of Bones
Body, Being, and Experience among the Classic Maya
University of Texas Press All of human experience ﬂows from bodies that feel, express emotion, and think about what such
experiences mean. But is it possible for us, embodied as we are in a particular time and place, to know how people of long ago
thought about the body and its experiences? In this groundbreaking book, three leading experts on the Classic Maya (ca. AD 250 to
850) marshal a vast array of evidence from Maya iconography and hieroglyphic writing, as well as archaeological ﬁndings, to argue
that the Classic Maya developed a coherent approach to the human body that we can recover and understand today. The authors
open with a cartography of the Maya body, its parts and their meanings, as depicted in imagery and texts. They go on to explore such
issues as how the body was replicated in portraiture; how it experienced the world through ingestion, the senses, and the emotions;
how the body experienced war and sacriﬁce and the pain and sexuality that were intimately bound up in these domains; how words,
often heaven-sent, could be embodied; and how bodies could be blurred through spirit possession. From these investigations, the
authors convincingly demonstrate that the Maya conceptualized the body in varying roles, as a metaphor of time, as a gendered,
sexualized being, in distinct stages of life, as an instrument of honor and dishonor, as a vehicle for communication and consumption,
as an exempliﬁcation of beauty and ugliness, and as a dancer and song-maker. Their ﬁndings open a new avenue for empathetically
understanding the ancient Maya as living human beings who experienced the world as we do, through the body.
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Faking Ancient Mesoamerica
Routledge Crystal skulls, imaginative codices, dubious Olmec heads and cute Colima dogs. Fakes and forgeries run rampant in the
Mesoamerican art collections of international museums and private individuals. Authors Nancy Kelker and Karen Bruhns examine the
phenomenon in this eye-opening volume. They discuss the most commonly forged classes and styles of artifacts, many of which were
being duplicated as early as the 19th century. More important, they describe the system whereby these objects get made, purchased,
authenticated, and placed in major museums as well as the complicity of forgers, dealers, curators, and collectors in this system.
Unique to this volume are biographies of several of the forgers, who describe their craft and how they are able to eﬀectively fool
connoisseurs and specialists. An important, accessible introduction to pre-Columbian art fraud for archaeologists, art historians, and
museum professionals alike. A parallel volume by the same authors discusses fakes in Andean archaeology.

Slavery and Other Forms of Strong Asymmetrical
Dependencies
Semantics and Lexical Fields
Walter de Gruyter GmbH & Co KG In this volume, we approach the phenomenon of slavery and other types of strong asymmetrical
dependencies from two methodologically and theoretically distinct perspectives: semantics and lexical ﬁelds. Detailed analyses of key
terms that are associated with the conceptualization of strong asymmetrical dependencies promise to provide new insights into the
self-concept and knowledge of pre-modern societies. The majority of these key terms have not been studied from a semantic or
terminological perspective so far. Our understanding of lexical ﬁelds is based on an onomasiological approach – which linguistic items
are used to refer to a concept? Which words are used to express a concept? This means that the concept is a semantic unit which is
not directly accessible but may be manifested in diﬀerent ways on the linguistic level. We are interested in single concepts such as
‘wisdom’ or ‘fear’, but also in more complex semantic units like ‘strong asymmetrical dependencies’. In our volume, we bring together
and compare case studies from very diﬀerent social orders and normative perspectives. Our examples range from Ancient China and
Egypt over Greek and Maya societies to Early Modern Russia, the Ottoman Empire and Islamic and Roman law.
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Signs of the Inka Khipu
Binary Coding in the Andean Knotted-String Records
University of Texas Press In an age when computers process immense amounts of information by the manipulation of sequences of 1s
and 0s, it remains a frustrating mystery how prehistoric Inka recordkeepers encoded a tremendous variety and quantity of data using
only knotted and dyed strings. Yet the comparison between computers and khipu may hold an important clue to deciphering the Inka
records. In this book, Gary Urton sets forth a pathbreaking theory that the manipulation of ﬁbers in the construction of khipu created
physical features that constitute binary-coded sequences which store units of information in a system of binary recordkeeping that
was used throughout the Inka empire. Urton begins his theory with the making of khipu, showing how at each step of the process
binary, either/or choices were made. He then investigates the symbolic components of the binary coding system, the amount of
information that could have been encoded, procedures that may have been used for reading the khipu, the nature of the khipu signs,
and, ﬁnally, the nature of the khipu recording system itself—emphasizing relations of markedness and semantic coupling. This
research constitutes a major step forward in building a uniﬁed theory of the khipu system of information storage and communication
based on the sum total of construction features making up these extraordinary objects.

Indian Art of the Americas at the Art Institute of Chicago
Yale University Press A stunning survey of the indigenous art, architecture, and spiritual beliefs of the Americas, from the
Precolumbian era to the 20th century This landmark publication catalogues the Art Institute of Chicago’s outstanding collection of
Indian art of the Americas, one of the foremost of its kind in the United States. Showcasing a host of previously unpublished objects
dating from the Precolumbian era to the 20th century, the book marks the ﬁrst time these holdings have been comprehensively
documented. Richard Townsend and Elizabeth Pope weave an overarching narrative that ranges from the Midwestern United States to
the Yucatán Peninsula to the heart of South America. While exploring artists’ myriad economic, historical, linguistic, and social
backgrounds, the authors demonstrate that they shared both a deep, underlying cosmological view and the desire to secure their
communities’ prosperity by aﬃrming connections to the sacred forces of the natural world. The critical essays focus on topics that
bridge traditions across North, Central, and South America, including materials, methods of manufacture, the diversity of stylistic
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features, and the iconography and functions of various objects. Gorgeously illustrated in color with more than 500 vibrant images, this
handsome catalogue serves as the deﬁnitive survey of an unparalleled collection.

The Adorned Body
Mapping Ancient Maya Dress
University of Texas Press "Drawing on extant material culture, as well as sculpture, painting, glyphs, and other visual records, this
edited volume examines the clothes and adornments of the Classic Maya, including who wore what, and why, and how these
clothes/items were made; it further discusses how clothes, body paint, headgear, jewelry, etc. varied across the larger Maya region
and how it evolved over the centuries that constitute the Classic period"--

The New Catalog of Maya Hieroglyphs, Volume Two
Codical Texts
University of Oklahoma Press This long-awaited resource complements its companion volume on Classic Period monumental
inscriptions. Authors Martha J. Macri and Gabrielle Vail provide a comprehensive listing of graphemes found in the Dresden, Madrid,
and Paris codices, 40 percent of which are unique to these painted manuscripts, and discuss current and past interpretations of these
graphemes. The New Catalog uses an original coding system developed for the Maya Hieroglyphic Database Project. The new threedigit codes group the graphemes according to their visual, rather than functional, characteristics to allow readers to see distinctions
between similar signs. Each entry contains the grapheme’s New Catalog code, an image, the corresponding Thompson number,
proposed syllabic and logographic values, calendrical signiﬁcance, and bibliographical citations. Appendices and an index of signs
from both volumes contain images of all graphemes and variants ordered by code, allowing readers to search for graphemes by visual
form or by their proposed logographic and phonetic values. Together the two volumes of the New Catalog represent the most
signiﬁcant updating of the sign lists for the Maya script proposed in half a century. They provide a cutting-edge reference tool critical
to the research of Mesoamericanists in the ﬁelds of archaeology, art history, ethnohistory, and linguistics, and a valuable resource to
scholars specializing in comparative studies of writing systems and related disciplines.
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Space and Sculpture in the Classic Maya City
Cambridge University Press Examines how images, texts and architectural form controlled movement of people through the various
precincts in Classic Maya cities.

The Maya and Teotihuacan
Reinterpreting Early Classic Interaction
University of Texas Press Debate has been ﬁerce about the date and extent of inﬂuence of the central Mexican culture of Teotihuaca
on the Maya. This volume, which aims to bring the debate up-to-date, comprises thirteen essays that draw on recent archaeological
evidence, particularly burials and ceramic assemblages, to recreate the region's ethnicity during the Early Classic period. Evidence of
interaction is also found in carved monuments and architectural design. Includes an extensive bibliography.

Human Figuration and Fragmentation in Preclassic
Mesoamerica
From Figurines to Sculpture
Cambridge University Press Explores the social signiﬁcance of representation of the human body in Preclassic Mesoamerica.

Her Cup for Sweet Cacao
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Food in Ancient Maya Society
University of Texas Press For the ancient Maya, food was both sustenance and a tool for building a complex society. This collection,
the ﬁrst to focus exclusively on the social uses of food in Classic Maya culture, deploys a variety of theoretical approaches to examine
the meaning of food beyond diet—ritual oﬀerings and restrictions, medicinal preparations, and the role of nostalgia around food,
among other topics. For instance, how did Maya feasts build community while also reinforcing social hierarchy? What psychoactive
substances were the elite Maya drinking in their caves, and why? Which dogs were good for eating, and which breeds became
companions? Why did even some non-elite Maya enjoy cacao, but rarely meat? Why was meat more available for urban Maya than for
those closer to hunting grounds on the fringes of cities? How did the molcajete become a vital tool and symbol in Maya gastronomy?
These chapters, written by some of the leading scholars in the ﬁeld, showcase a variety of approaches and present new evidence from
faunal remains, hieroglyphic texts, chemical analyses, and art. Thoughtful and revealing, Her Cup for Sweet Cacao unlocks a more
comprehensive understanding of how food was instrumental to the development of ancient Maya culture.

Vital Voids
Cavities and Holes in Mesoamerican Material Culture
University of Texas Press The Resurrection Plate, a Late Classic Maya dish, is decorated with an arresting scene. The Maize God,
assisted by two other deities, emerges reborn from a turtle shell. At the center of the plate, in the middle of the god’s body and
aligned with the point of emergence, there is a curious sight: a small, neatly drilled hole. Art historian Andrew Finegold explores the
meanings attributed to this and other holes in Mesoamerican material culture, arguing that such spaces were broadly understood as
conduits of vital forces and material abundance, prerequisites for the emergence of life. Beginning with, and repeatedly returning to,
the Resurrection Plate, this study explores the generative potential attributed to a wide variety of cavities and holes in Mesoamerica,
ranging from the perforated dishes placed in Classic Maya burials, to caves and architectural voids, to the piercing of human ﬂesh.
Holes are also discussed in relation to ﬁre, based on the common means through which both were produced: drilling. Ultimately, by
attending to what is not there, Vital Voids oﬀers a fascinating approach to Mesoamerican cosmology and material culture.
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A Maya Universe in Stone
Getty Publications The ﬁrst study devoted to a single sculptor in ancient America, as understood through four unprovenanced
masterworks traced to a small sector of Guatemala. In 1950, Dana Lamb, an explorer of some notoriety, stumbled on a Maya ruin in
the tropical forests of northern Guatemala. Lamb failed to record the location of the site he called Laxtunich, turning his ﬁnd into the
mystery at the center of this book. The lintels he discovered there, long since looted, are probably of a set with two others that are
among the masterworks of Maya sculpture from the Classic period. Using ﬁeldwork, physical evidence, and Lamb’s expedition notes,
the authors identify a small area with archaeological sites where the carvings were likely produced. Remarkably, the vividly colored
lintels, replete with dynastic and cosmic information, can be assigned to a carver, Mayuy, who sculpted his name on two of them. To
an extent nearly unique in ancient America, Mayuy can be studied over time as his style developed and his artistic ambition grew. An
in-depth analysis of Laxtunich Lintel 1 examines how Mayuy grafted celestial, seasonal, and divine identities onto a local magnate and
his overlord from the kingdom of Yaxchilan, Mexico. This volume contextualizes the lintels and points the way to their reprovenancing
and, as an ultimate aim, repatriation to Guatemala.

Death and the Classic Maya Kings
University of Texas Press Like their regal counterparts in societies around the globe, ancient Maya rulers departed this world with
elaborate burial ceremonies and lavish grave goods, which often included ceramics, red pigments, earﬂares, stingray spines, jades,
pearls, obsidian blades, and mosaics. Archaeological investigation of these burials, as well as the decipherment of inscriptions that
record Maya rulers' funerary rites, have opened a fascinating window on how the ancient Maya envisaged the ruler's passage from the
world of the living to the realm of the ancestors. Focusing on the Classic Period (AD 250-900), James Fitzsimmons examines and
compares textual and archaeological evidence for rites of death and burial in the Maya lowlands, from which he creates models of
royal Maya funerary behavior. Exploring ancient Maya attitudes toward death expressed at well-known sites such as Tikal, Guatemala,
and Copan, Honduras, as well as less-explored archaeological locations, Fitzsimmons reconstructs royal mortuary rites and expands
our understanding of key Maya concepts including the afterlife and ancestor veneration.
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The Mayan Languages
Taylor & Francis The Mayan Languages presents a comprehensive survey of the language family associated with the Classic Mayan
civilization (AD 200–900), a family whose individual languages are still spoken today by at least six million indigenous Maya in Mexico,
Guatemala, Belize, and Honduras. This unique resource is an ideal reference for advanced undergraduate and postgraduate students
of Mayan languages and linguistics. Written by a team of experts in the ﬁeld, The Mayan Languages presents in-depth accounts of the
linguistic features that characterize the thirty-one languages of the family, their historical evolution, and the social context in which
they are spoken. The Mayan Languages: provides detailed grammatical sketches of approximately a third of the Mayan languages,
representing most of the branches of the family; includes a section on the historical development of the family, as well as an entirely
new sketch of the grammar of "Classic Maya" as represented in the hieroglyphic script; provides detailed state-of-the-art discussions
of the principal advances in grammatical analysis of Mayan languages; includes ample discussion of the use of the languages in social,
conversational, and poetic contexts. Consisting of topical chapters on the history, sociolinguistics, phonology, morphology, syntax,
semantics, discourse structure, and acquisition of the Mayan languages, this book will be a resource for researchers and other readers
with an interest in historical linguistics, linguistic anthropology, language acquisition, and linguistic typology.

Nasal Motifs in Maya Iconography
A Methodological Approach to the Study of Ancient Maya
Art
Intermediate Elites in Pre-Columbian States and Empires
University of Arizona Press From the Mesoamerican highlands to the Colca Valley in Peru, pre-Columbian civilizations were bastions of
power that have largely been viewed through the lens of rulership, or occasionally through bottom-up perspectives of resistance.
Rather than focusing on rulers or peasants, this book examines how intermediate elitesÑboth men and womenÑhelped to develop,
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sustain, and resist state policies and institutions. Employing new archaeological and ethnohistorical data, its contributors trace a
2,000-year trajectory of elite social evolution in the Zapotec, Wari, Aztec, Inka, and Maya civilizations. This is the ﬁrst volume to
consider how individuals subordinate to imperial rulers helped to shape speciﬁc forms of state and imperial organization. Taking a
broader scope than previous studies, it is one of the few works to systematically address these issues in both Mesoamerica and the
Central Andes. It considers how these individuals inﬂuenced the long-term development of the largest civilizations of the ancient
Americas, opening a new window on the role of intermediate elites in the rise and fall of ancient states and empires worldwide. The
authors demonstrate how such evidence as settlement patterns, architecture, decorative items, and burial patterns reﬂect the roles of
intermediate elites in their respective societies, arguing that they were inﬂuential actors whose interests were highly signiﬁcant in
shaping the speciﬁc forms of state and imperial organization. Their emphasis on provincial elites particularly shifts examination of
early states away from royal capitals and imperial courts, explaining how local elites and royal bureaucrats had signiﬁcant impact on
the development and organization of premodern states. Together, these papers demonstrate that intricate networks of intermediate
elites bound these ancient societies togetherÑand that competition between individuals and groups contributed to their decline and
eventual collapse. By addressing current theoretical concerns with agency, resistance to state domination, and the co-option of local
leadership by imperial administrators, it oﬀers valuable new insight into the utility of studying intermediate elites.

Res
Anthropology and Aesthetics, 61/62: Spring/Autumn
2012: Sarcophagi
Harvard University Press Res 61/62 includes “Chinese coﬃns from the ﬁrst millennium b.c. and early images of the afterworld” by
Alain Thote; “Art and personhood” by Björn Ewald; “Western Han sarcophagi and the transformation of Chinese funerary art” by
Zheng Yan; “Reading identity on Roman strigillated sarcophagi” by Janet Huskinson; and other papers.
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Journal of Mesoamerican Studies
Xurt'an
The End of the World and Other Myths, Songs, Charms,
and Chants by the Northern Lacandones of Naha'
U of Nebraska Press Xurt'an (the end of the world) showcases the rich storytelling traditions of the northern Lacandones of Naha'
through a collection of traditional narratives, songs, and ritual speech. Formerly isolated in the dense, tropical rainforest of Chiapas,
Mexico, the Lacandon Maya constitute one of the smallest language groups in the world. Although their language remains active and
alive, their traditional culture was abandoned after the death of their religious and civic leader in 1996. Lacking the traditional
contexts in which the culture was transmitted, the oral traditions are quickly being forgotten. This collection includes creation myths
that describe the cycle of destruction and renewal of the world, the structure of the universe, the realms of the gods and their
intercessions in the aﬀairs of their mortals, and the journey of the souls after death. Other traditional stories are non-mythic and
ﬁctive accounts involving talking animals, supernatural beings, and malevolent beings that stalk and devour hapless victims. In
addition to traditional narratives, Xurt'an presents many songs that are claimed to have been received from the Lord of Maize,
magical charms that invoke the forces of the natural world, invocations to the gods to heal and protect, and work songs of Lacandon
women, whose contribution to Lacandon culture has been hitherto overlooked by scholars. Women's songs oﬀer a rare glimpse into
the other half of Lacandon society and the arduous distaﬀ work that sustained the religion. The compilation concludes with
descriptions of rainbows, the Milky Way as "the white road of Our Lord," and an account of the solstices. Transcribed and translated by
a foremost linguist of the northern Lacandon language, the literary traditions of the Lacandones are ﬁnally accessible to English
readers. The result is a masterful and authoritative collection of oral literature that will both entertain and provoke, while vividly
testifying to the power of Lacandon Maya aesthetic expression.
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Engaging Ancient Maya Sculpture at Piedras Negras,
Guatemala
University of Oklahoma Press Now shrouded in Guatemalan jungle, the ancient Maya city of Piedras Negras ﬂourished between the
sixth and ninth centuries, when its rulers erected monumental limestone sculptures carved with hieroglyphic texts and images of
themselves and family members, advisers, and captives. In Engaging Ancient Maya Sculpture at Piedras Negras, Guatemala, Megan E.
O’Neil oﬀers new ways to understand these stelae, altars, and panels by exploring how ancient Maya people interacted with them.
These monuments, considered sacred, were one of the community’s important forms of cultural and religious expression. Stelae may
have held the essence of rulers they commemorated, and the objects remained loci for reverence of those rulers after they died.
Using a variety of evidence,O’Neil examines how the forms, compositions, and contexts of the sculptures invited people to engage
with them and the ﬁgures they embodied looks at these monuments not as inert bearers of images but as palpable presences that
existed in real space at speciﬁc historical moments. Her analysis brings to the fore the material and aﬀective force of these powerful
objects that were seen, touched, and manipulated in the past. O’Neil investigates the monuments not only at the moment of their
creation but also in later years and shows how they changed over time. She argues that the relationships among sculptures of
diﬀerent generations were performed in processions, through which ancient Maya people integrated historical dialogues and ancestral
commemoration into the landscape. With the help of more than 160 illustrations, O’Neil reveals these sculptures’ continuing life
histories, which in the past century have included their fragmentation and transformation into commodities sold on the international
art market. Shedding light on modern-day transposition and display of these ancient monuments, O’Neil’s study contributes to
ongoing discussions of cultural patrimony.

The White Shaman Mural
An Enduring Creation Narrative in the Rock Art of the
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Lower Pecos
University of Texas Press Folded plate (1 leaf, 39 x 61 cm, folded to 19 x 16 cm) in pocket.

Continuity and Change in Text and Image at Chichén
Itzá, Yucatán, Mexico
A Study of the Inscriptions, Iconography, and
Architecture at a Late Classic to Early Postclassic Maya
Site
Leiden University Press The archaeological site of Chichén Itzá, one of the best known ancient Maya cities, is located in the northern
section of the Yucatán peninsula in Mexico. Chichén Itzá has ﬁgured prominently in both past and present discussions on the Terminal
Classic and Early Postclassic periods in the northern Maya lowlands. Based on archaeological information and information derived from
ethnohistorical sources, this city can be dated to a period from circa A.D. 700 to circa A.D. 1250, with its apogee placed between
about A.D. 800 to A.D. 1050. The past and present discussions were directed speciﬁcally towards the origin of the inhabitants of the
city, the arrival of K'uk'ulkán ("Feathered Serpent"), the origin of non-Mayan ("Toltec") architecture and sculptural programmes at the
site, and the model of its political organization. The centre of Chichén Itzá is dominated by a raised platform, which harbours buildings
now known as El Castillo (The Castle), the Great Ballcourt, and the Temple of the Warriors. These buildings contain various non-Mayan
architectural and sculptural traits. Buildings south of the centre, erected in a regional Maya style, contain a large number of inscribed
monuments (mostly lintels) carrying long hieroglyphic texts, which provide Chichén Itzá with the largest corpus of surviving
inscriptions in the northern Maya lowlands. Chichén Itzá ﬁgures prominently in a wide range of ethnohistorical sources from the
Colonial period, such as the "Relación de las Cosas de Yucatán" by Fray Diego de Landa and the "Relaciones Geográﬁcas" by various
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authors, all in Spanish, and the so-called "Books of Chilam Balam" of Chumayel, Maní, and Tizimín, all in Yucatec Maya. In this study
Erik Boot discusses the southern Maya lowland origin of the inhabitants of Chichén Itzá, the arrival of K'uk'ulkán and the introduction
of so-called Toltec architecture and iconography, the identiﬁcation of both gods and human beings in the inscriptions, and the political
organization at Chichén Itzá. He presents extensive and detailed analyses of architectural and sculptural programmes, hieroglyphic
inscriptions, and the Yucatec Maya "chronicles" from the Books of Chilam Balam.
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